Interpreting ACT Aspire and PASS
Scores
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ACT Aspire Test Scores

* ACT Aspire is a standards-based system of assessments to
monitor progress toward college and career readiness from
grade 3 through early high school, connecting each grade
level to the next.

» ACT Aspire is aligned with the ACT College Readiness
Benchmarks

» Student outcomes aligned to State Standards and have the
capability for predicting outcomes on the ACT



https://www.act.org/solutions/college-career-readiness/college-readiness-benchmarks/

ACT Aspire Test Scores Answers

Three Questions: -
* Where do | stand right now? /

 How can | make goals for the future?

MoANS
&



What Your
Score Means

=

* For each subject tested, you will see a three-digit score. ACT Aspire takes the
number of points you got right on each test and translates it into a number.

* The level in which your score falls into indicates how you did in meeting

certain standards or benchmarks. The following slide shows the ACT Readiness
Benchmarks for some of the grades and subjects.

« Students who score at and above these benchmarks are on target for college

readiness when they take the ACT® College Readiness Assessment in the 11th
or 12th grade.




Benchmark Scores for each grade
level tested.

5th 419 420 418 422 428
(current 6 graders)

6th 420 421 420 423 428
(current 7*h graders)

7t 421 423 422 425 428
(current 8 graders)

gth 422 424 425 427 428
(current 9* graders)

Sample Score Sheet on Next Slide:




The Current Progress Report shows information about individual subject scores and the
Readiness Ranges and skill scores for each subject in the skill performance area.

College and Career Readiness:
Score with Readiness Rating
(Ready, Close, In Need of
Improvement)

Indicates if student is performing
at an academic achievement
level likely to be successful in

college or job training after high

school.

gis of speech and

Readiness Range: the green
SHADED area on the graph

This indicates the area where

students would need to score

to be on target to meet ACT’s

College and Career Readiness

Benchmarks when they leave
high school.

S that can be
d then design and
controlled experiments to
validly test the questions. Examine

complex scientific experiments
volving multiple variables.

Predicted path: the orange
SHADED area on the graph

This indicates a projection of
where scores will fall based
upon expected growth rates as
students continue to different
grade levels.




What Your Score Means

* More specific information about how you
performed in each subject is also available in the
form of Skill Scores. Several skills (also called
Reporting Categories) are measured for each tested
subject.

* The score report includes the percent and number
of points earned out of a total number of points
possible in each skill.

 Student performance in each skill is also compared
to an ACT Readiness Range, which indicates
whether you appear to be on target or may need
help.




The Current Progress Report shows information about individual subject scores and the
Readiness Ranges and skill scores for each subject in the skill performance area.

College and Career Readiness: Current and Predicted Path Percentage of Points Achieved in Subject Skills Improvement ldeas

60% Work on using parts of speech and
460 30f5 punctuation (including colons, .
e ACT Readiness Range: ook o maones T
440 the green SHADED area consiruction.
430
0 This indicates the area where a
410
100 student who has met the ACT
Readiness Benchmark on this
- assessment would typically
perform.
Generate questions that can be
o investigated and then design and
426 450 perform controlled experiments to
o validly test the questions. Examine
440 complex scientific experiments
430 involving multiple variables.
410 Percentage of points
400 Achieved:
the orange bar graph Dark Orange Bar:
This shows the actual points Indicates the
. student scored in
and percentage of points the ACT
424 450 earned pel‘ Ski“ Ievel in eaCh Readiness Range

subject area for that particular
skill




Supplemental Score

Your ranks show the pg
score that is the sar
For example, a re

nation who received a

Percentile Rankings: - carmed the
s earned that

7814 score or below.
72nd Shows the percentage of
70th .
i ' other students in the same
th . .
et grade in the nation that
— 0 25 S0 75 100 scored either the same or
lower than your score
g and Writing Combined Score
Your English Language Arts (ELA) score represents your overall Students must read and understanc plex texts to prepare for the
425 erformance on the English, Reading, and Writing tests. The ACT reading demands of college and career. Examrlez> of factors that contribute to text
. ge represents the typical performance of students who complexity are vocabulary level el Ne reading test measures
meet the ACT Real marks in English, Reading, and Writing  progress with text compleg texts from a range of
complexity levels.
425 LANGUAGE ARTS
403 447
SCORES: Averages
#3 The ability to communicate thoughts and ideas clearly and to read . . sure to
and understand increasingly complex information is foundational to the EngI|Sh’ Readlng strategies to
academic success in all subjects. make sense o and \X}rltlng Scores
Science and Mathematics Combined Score
Your STEM score represents your overall performance on the Science Progress Toward ¢ wma1 early indicator of your future
426 and Math tests. The ACT Readiness Range represents the typical T =r Readiness Certificate

redential that
CCESS across

g of students who meet the ACT Readiness Benchmarks in

%0|<~nc<~ and Matl

STEM SCORES:
Averages the Math
and Science Scores

426
400 451

making
progress
toward a
GOLD level on
the ACT
NCRC.

#%. Developing strong Science and Math skills opens the door for you to take
interesting courses and pursue engaging college majors that may lead to
rewarding STEM careers in the future.



Supplemental Scores

Your ranks show the percentage of other grade & students in the nation who received a

e as or lower than yours.
gr your English score means 78% of students earned that

score that is theg
arank o
or below.

Complex Text:

Shows whether the student is

making sufficient progress
towards reading the complex
texts the students will encounter
as they prepare for college or a
career

Students must read and ung¥rstand increasingly complex texts to prepare for the
reading demands of collegl¥ and career. Examples of factors that contribute to text

s who complexity are vocabulgl level and sentence structure. The reading test measures
and Writing  progress with tex Dlexity by checking for understanding of texts from a range of
complexity level

425 Real

meet th

<, Build reading experiences with texts about a variety of subjects. Make sure to
check your understanding as you read, and practice using reading strategies to

make sense of challenging texts.

Progress Towards Career Readiness:

Uses the composite score
(Score from English, Reading, Math and Science)

to project a future ACT National Career
Readiness Certificate
(Bronze, Silver and Gold Certificates)

Progress Toward Career Readiness is an early indicator of your future
level of achievement on the ACT National Career Readiness Certificate
RICRC). The ACT NCRC Is an assessment-based credential that

oward a
GOLD level on
the ACT
NCRC.

400

Only Grade 8 from last year will have a

composite score
428




Action Plan

Improvement ldeas are
given (if needed) for
each skill listed in
each subject area that
was tested.

of speech and

Students:

Discuss any

improvement ideas with
your parents, your

teachers or your
guidance counselor so
everyone can work

Ger rate questions that c I
tg ated a :Ith n des | nd
perform controll ed exp rime nts to
alidly te tth e gue .Exanune
compl entific p

volvi J Ith Iles.

together for you to
reach your goals and be

ready for high school,
college, and workplace

Discuss the purpose ancl
mportance of the opening

p agra |JIf r directin ;th est of

th e essay; practic 1ging

ntenc thln a p'aragr'aph 50
o o th tdis I II I I j
training. s i o

gmze*.vhen an essa, Ier*=
Wa its main caim.




Link to 12 minute video regarding
test scores and an overview of test
results in Spanish:

 http://www.discoveractaspire.org/parent
overview/understandingesults

If you have additional questions,
please contact your guidance

counselor. © 7 &9
olr P
® o ©



http://www.discoveractaspire.org/parent-overview/understanding-results/

PASS Score Reports

* The South Carolina Palmetto Assessment of State
Standards (SCPASS) is a statewide assessment progr:
administeredto students in grades-48. The SCPASS
Includes tests in science and social studies.

« Theinitial administration of the SCPASS was in spring
2009, and the SCPAtSt results have been used for
state and federal accountability purposes since the
2008-09 schoolyear.

* Inspring 2015, all students in grades34were tested
INn science and sociatudies.



PASS Score Reports

The results on the science and social studies pages of the Individual Score Report include the following
information for each test: total scale score, performance level, score graph, and test performance by standard.

Total Scale Score
The total scale score is the scale score attained by the student on the test.

Performance Level

The student’s overall performance level on each test is categorized as Not Met, Met, or Exemplary.

Test Performance by Standard

Information for each test is also provided by standard. The following three statements are used to

describe a student’s performance by standard:

<Student Name>’s test performance shows strengths in the standard(s) listed.

<Student Name> may benefit from additional activities that focus on the standard(s) listed.

<Student Name>’s test performance shows weakness and a need for further instruction in the standard(s) listed.



Sample PASS Score Reports

Sample Individual Student Report (grade 8 example)

SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES

Total Scale Score: 640
Performance Level: Met

Total Scale Score: 656
Performance Level: Exemplary




PASS Score Reports

Additional SCPASS resources for parents,
educators, and others can be accessed from
the Office of Assessment’s SCPASS Web page.

http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-
services/45/



http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/45/

