
Mr. Forshey’s Environmental Studies Syllabus 

Environmental Studies is broken down into 9 units.  These cover organisms and their interactions and Earth processes.  

Modeling instruction: 

Much of the teaching you will do for yourself and for each other.  I will provide you with some introduction and background. Then I 
will assign to you a task, problem, or question.  You will work individually or in groups, often with hands-on equipment and 
materials, to complete the task. Often, you will be asked to present your solutions to the class or critique or verify the solutions of 
others.  By doing this, you will be constructing your own knowledge. 
 

Classroom Rules: 

1. Be respectful of everyone and everything in class.  This means no talking while I am teaching, or while classmates are 
presenting. 

2. No Horseplay! 
3. Bring all materials to class every day. 
4. No cell phones or headphones are to be out in class at any time without teacher permission.  Any violation of this rule will 

result in the item being confiscated in accordance with the Westside student handbook. 
Consequences: 

Consequences will be based on the Westside code of conduct and may include: Verbal warnings, Detention with parent contact, and 
office referral. 

Required materials:  The following materials need to be brought to class Every Day! 

Notebook, Chromebook,  and pens or pencils.  

You may want to bring coloured pencils or crayons and tape or glue. 

Classroom Procedures:  

 Beginning of Class:  

1. Students are expected to quietly enter the classroom, take their seats, and begin working on their DBA.  
2.  Per Westside policy, any student not in their seat when the bell rings will be marked tardy. 

During Class: 

1. Students are expected to remain quietly seated unless being called upon to participate. 
2. Students should be actively listening to the teacher and their classmates and should be prepared to participate. 
3. Students should raise their hand and wait to be called on before asking a question or making a comment about the lesson. 
4. Any student caught playing games will receive a 10 minute lunch detention that day. 
5. Students need to stay with their assigned groups both in the classroom and in the lab. 

At the end of Class: 

1. Students should remain in their seats until dismissed by the teacher.  No lining up at the door. 
2. Leave the room as you found it.  All trash picked up and supplies put away. 

Absences: Please try to be in class!  

1. You will be accountable for all information missed, and it is your responsibility to make up your work. 
 
Website: The class website will be updated regularly with important information regarding this class.  

1. Class notes, handouts, homework, and other information will be posted regularly.  
2. Students may also wish to print items from the website. 

 
You may access it by typing this in your browser: https://www.planbookedu.com/s/BPD2N  

https://www.planbookedu.com/s/BPD2N


Be sure to check Google Classroom Every Day! 

Course Layout: 

Unit  Topic 

1  Biosphere: Organisms 

2  Biosphere: Cycles 

3  Biosphere: Human Influence & Regulations 

4  Atmosphere: Cycles 

5  Atmosphere: Human Influence 

  Midterm Exam 

6  Hydrosphere: Water Habitats 

7  Hydrosphere: Human Influence & Regulations 

8  Lithosphere: Landforms 

9  Lithosphere: Human Influences and Regulations 

  End-of-Course Exam 

 

Grading Procedures for Environmental Science:  

*Please refer to Westside's Home Page-Academics Tab for Grading Policy on retakes and missing work.  

Non-EOC Courses: Grades for these courses will be reflective of a student’s level of mastery of the content.  

1. 65% - Major Assessments (tests, projects, summative quizzes, etc.) in this course will be weighted at 
75%.  

2. 15% - Minor Assignments (homework, classwork, worksheets, formative quizzes, etc.) will be weighted 
at 15%.  Completing these assignments is critical to a student’s success on a major assessment. 

3. 10% - Participation is based on attendance. 2 points will be deducted for each unexcused absence. 
4. 10% - The mid-term exam and final exam will be weighted at 10% each semester.  These exams 

identify a student’s level of mastery over course of the semester. 
 

Extra Help: Extra help is available during academic intervention and after school by appointment.  This is a valuable resource that all 
students are encouraged to utilize. 

Communication with Parents: I believe that communication between parents and teachers is vital to the student’s success.  If you 
would like to contact me, you may: 

1. Email me at johnforshey@anderson5.net  This is the easiest way to reach me. 
2. Call the front office (260-5230) and leave me a message.  I will return your call as soon as possible.  

mailto:johnforshey@anderson5.net

