Westward Expansion

Manifest Destiny - the belief that America was destined to expand across the continent of North America.

Other motives for moving west
 - personal economic gain
 - trade
 - furs
 - too crowded on the east coast
 - California gold rush
 - Mormons escaping persecution
 - merchants could sale their wares

Northwest Ordinance
 - Stated that if a territory had 60,000 free men living there, it could become a free state


Louisiana Purchase
 - Thomas Jefferson wanted to buy the land around the Mississippi River
 - He wanted this land for farmers to use
 - France offered him the land from Louisiana all the way to Canada
 - It doubled the size of the United States

Daniel Boone
 -crossed the Appalachian Mountains
 - went through the Cumberland Gap to Kentucky
 - Created the Wilderness Trail (became the First National Road)
 - established the first US settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains

Lewis and Clark
 - documented the Louisiana Purchase land
 - wrote about the soil, plants, Native Americans, and animals they found

Zebulon Pike
 - explored the Mississippi River
 - Made treaties with Native Americans
 - Pike's Peak (in Colorado) is named after him
 
 Florida Purchase
 - Spain and US were fighting over boundary lines of the Louisiana Territory
 - Spain sold Florida to the United States for money and a clear border between New Spain and the Louisiana Territory

Annexation of Texas
 - Mexicans invited Americans to move to their territory and become Mexican citizens
 - Americans agreed because they wanted the good farm land
 - When a new Government took over, it outlawed slavery
 - Americans wanted slaves so they fought and won Texas
 - Texas was an independent country for 9 years until President Polk let it become part of the United States

Mexican Cession
 - The United States wanted to buy the land so they could have a port in California
 - Mexicans wouldn't sell it
 - The US started a war and won the land (New Mexico, Arizona, California, Utah, and Nevada)

Missouri Compromise
 - Southerners had a cotton gin and needed more slaves
 - Northern states were emancipating their slaves
 - Northerners wanted slaves in Missouri to be set free
 - Southerners wanted an equal number of slave states and free states
 - Missouri was added to the United States as a slave state
 - Maine was added to the United States as a free state
 - Every state above the 36 parallel would be a free state

Compromise of 1850
 - Let California be a free state
 - said the other states in the Mexican Cession area could decide for themselves

Kansas-Nebraska Act
 - It repealed the Missouri Compromise
 - States could now decide for themselves whether or not to be a slave state
 - Politicians came up with this act because they wanted to build a railroad - they didn't really care about slavery
 - Northern abolitionists and southern slave owners both moved to Kansas and fought over the decision
 - Kansas became known as Bleeding Kansas.

Fugitive Slave Act - 
 - If a slave escaped onto free soil, he still had to be returned

Dred Scott
 - A slave whose master took him to a free state
 - Scott claimed he should be free since he is in a free state
 - Tried to sue his master
 - Supreme Court said that African Americans were no citizens of the United States and could not sue anyone
 - Scott was the property of his master and had no rights at all

Indian Removal Act
 - Law passed by Andrew Jackson
 - It said that all Native Americans had to move west
 - If the Native Americans wouldn't move, they would be forced to move

Cherokees
 - Took the Indian Removal Act to court
 - Judicial Branch declared this law unconstitutional
 - Jackson didn't care - he made them move anyway
 - This was called the Trail of Tears

Seminoles
 - The Seminoles in Florida fought to stay on their land
 - They lost 
Oregon Treaty
 - The United States and Britain claimed Oregon
 - The US compromised with Britain
 - The United States could have the land up to the 49th parallel



