The Constitution of the Westside High School
Student Government
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ARTICLE I: Student Body Officers

Section 1: The officers of the student body shall consist of a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer.

A: Qualifications
Section 2: Qualifications of elected student body officers are the following: at least one (1) year of experience on Executive Council, 2.0 GPA or better, and absolutely no out-of-school suspensions.  If the person has had in-school suspension, the Judiciary Committee will decide if that person may run for office.

Section 3: The president and vice-president of the student body must be rising seniors at the time of election.

Section 4: The secretary and the treasurer of the student body must be at least rising juniors at the time of election.

Section 5: If there is a vacancy in the position of student body president, the vice-president will assume all remaining duties of the office.  If both offices should be vacated simultaneously, the senior class president and vice-president will assume the duties of the office for the remainder of the term.

Section 6: If there is a vacancy in the position of student body vice-president, the senior class president will take over the position.

Section 7: If there is a vacancy in the position of secretary or treasurer, the senior class officer of the same position will take over the student body position.

B: Duties

Section 8: The duties of the student body president shall include: presiding over all Student Government and student body officers’ meetings, representing the student body at school related functions, serving as a member on all committees, and fulfilling all other duties that may come with the office.

Section 9: The duties of the student body vice-president shall include assuming the responsibility of an absent president when the occasion arises, presiding over the Judiciary Committee, and serving on his/her assigned committees.

Section 10: The duties of the student body secretary shall be handling official correspondence, taking accurate attendance of meetings, and serving on the Judiciary Committee as well as additional assigned temporary committees.

Section 11: The duties of the student body treasurer shall be maintaining an accurate record of Student Government funds and serving on his/her assigned committees.

ARTICLE II: Class Officers

Section 1: The elected officers of each class shall be a president, vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer.

A: Qualifications

Section 1: Class presidents must be rising members of the class they represent, have a cumulative average of at least 2.0 for the past semester, and have absolutely no out-of-school suspensions.  The Judiciary Committee will review persons with any in-school suspensions.

Section 2: All other class officers must meet the same qualifications as the class president.

Section 3: If there is a vacancy in the position of president, the vice-president will assume all remaining duties of the office, and a new vice-president shall be appointed by the remaining class officers.  If both offices should be vacated simultaneously, the secretary shall act as president, and the treasurer act as a secretary-treasurer, until a new president and vice-president are appointed.

Section 4: If there is a vacancy in the position of vice-president, secretary, or treasurer, the remaining officers shall appoint a replacement.

Section 5: If the case of a senior class office’s vacancy is due to a promotion to a student body office, the consent of the officer promoted is required for the senior class officers’ appointment to be recognized. 

Section 6: Each class will have a minimum of ten (10) senators.

Section 7: The senators will volunteer for the office with each class sponsor at the conclusion of the second semester of the academic year prior to the one for which they will be serving.

B: Freshman Qualifications

Section 1: Freshman class officers must be first year freshman, have absolutely no out-of-school suspensions, have the endorse of all current teachers in the form of their signatures, and submit a letter of intent.  Persons with any in-school suspension will be reviewed by the Judiciary Committee.

C: Duties

Section 1: The duties of the class presidents shall include presiding over class activities, representing his/her class in Student Government and various school functions, and any other duties that may rise in connection with this office or Executive Council.

Section 2: The duties of the class vice-president shall include presiding over class meetings and class activities when the president is absent as well as serving on various committees.

Section 3: The duties of the class secretaries shall include keeping accurate minutes of class officer meetings, handling official correspondence as reporting to the student body secretary as to inform of class officer meetings, and serving on various committees.

Section 4: The duties of the class treasurer shall include keeping accurate record of class revenue and lead class fund-raising efforts as well as serving on various committees.

Section 5: The classes shall be governed by class officers yielding to the Executive Council.

Section 6: Class officers and their class sponsor are to meet a minimum of once a month to discuss the status of their class and upcoming activities.

Section 7: The activities of the classes shall be determined by class officers and sponsor.

Section 8: Class officers can spend money from their class funds with the sponsor’s approval.

Section 9: All class officers are responsible for the committees they serve.

ARTICLE II: Election Procedures

Section 1: The Executive Council shall govern all elections and campaigns.

B: Candidate Requirements

Section 1: To be placed on the ballot for student body or class office, on must meet the qualifications mentioned (I.2, II.2, & II.8) and submit a letter of intent.

Section 2: The letters of intent shall be reviewed by the advisor or an official designated by the advisor.

C: Absence of Candidates

Section 1: If no candidate applies for a student body office, the student body officer shall nominate three (3) candidates for that office and the Executive Council will appoint one (1) of the three to office with the consent of the advisor.

Section 2: If no candidate applies for a class office, the officers from that class shall appoint a student to fill the vacant office; the exception is that for the freshman class offices, which shall be filled by an appointment by the Executive Council.

D: Election Schedule

Section 1: Student body elections shall be held at the conclusion of the second semester of the academic year prior to the one for which the elected officers will be serving, with the exception of the Freshman class whose election shall be held during the first semester of the academic year of their service.

E: Eligible Voters

Section 1: The student body at time of election may vote for student body officers; this includes the graduating senior class.

Section 2: To vote in class election, students must be members of that class. 

Section 3: In addition to the class requirements, students are required to register with Student Government officers or their designees to be eligible to vote.

F: Voter Polling Process

Section 1: Any candidate who gathers a simple majority of votes cast shall be named winner.  If no candidate receives a majority, a run-off will be held.

ARTICLE III: Administration

Section 1: The Executive council shall consist of student body officers and class officers.

Section 2: The principal shall appoint an advisor to aid Student Government with its activities and projects.  If the appointment proves unsatisfactory, the Executive Council has the right to request recall.

Section 3: The Student Government advisor is to act as the student body officers’ sponsor, to correspond with the administration, to supervise and to take part in Student Government meetings, and to act as the adult representative of Student Government.  In addition, the student Government advisor is to act as the sponsor of the Judiciary Committee.

Section 4: The principal shall appoint a sponsor to each class to aid class officers with its meeting and projects.  If the appointment proves unsatisfactory, the class officers have the right to request a recall.

Section 5: Class sponsors’ duties are to act as the class officers’ adult representative, to supervise and to advise officers during class officers’ meeting and to correspond with the administration.

ARTICLE IV: Student Government Meetings

Section 1: The student body officers are to hold Student Government meetings at least once a month.

Section 2: Student body and class officers are best to attend all Student Government meetings; elected officers shall be limited to two unexcused absences before he/she shall be brought for review in front of the Judiciary Board.

Section 3: Student Government meeting shall be opened to faculty members and any student who want to present.

B: Committees

Section 1: There will be one (1) standing committee, the Judiciary Committee.  Executive Council can have additional Ad Hoc (temporary committees). 

Section 2: The Judiciary Committee shall be composed of the student body vice-president who shall serve as the chairperson, the student body secretary, and one member of each class serving Executive Council, appointed by the student body officers; the Student Government advisor shall act as the committee sponsor.

Section 3: The Judiciary Committee and sponsor shall meet to review an officer or representative of Student Government when there arises a need for review.  The Judiciary Committee shall also meet to review the credentials of candidates for Student Government when needed.

Section 4: The committee chairperson shall hold the hearing and may suggest a course of action, but only the sponsor has the power to remove an officer or representative from office or to deny a candidate an opportunity to run for office.

Section 5: If a member of the Judiciary Committee needs to be reviewed, the student body president will replace that committee member in question.  If there is a vacancy in the position of committee chairperson, the senior class officer serving on the committee shall become the committee chairperson.  If there is a vacancy in another position, the chairperson shall appoint a replacement.

Section 6: If there is a candidate or officer that needs to be reviewed and a working Judiciary Committee has not been appointed, the student body officers will act as the Judiciary Committee until after Freshman elections.

C: Temporary Committees

Section 1: Temporary Committees shall be formed of students from Executive Council and the Senators on a voluntary basis.

Section 2: Temporary committees are created to help carry out various actions and goals.

ARTICLE V: Amendments and Ratification

Section 1: All actions of Student Government are subject to review and possible veto by the principal.

Section 2: An item of action can be introduced by Executive Council or open members; the item, in turn, can become a motion by the student body president or designee.

Section 3: To vote on a motion of Student Government business, three-fourths of the Executive Council must be present to make quorum.

Section 4: Executive Council as well as senators may vote on Student Government motions.  A simple majority is needed to pass a motion.  In the case of a tie vote, the student body president shall vote to break a tie.

Section 5: This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority referendum of the Executive Council.


A: Amendments to the Constitution

Amendment I: Integration of Qualification for Executive Council Candidates
· A student with out-of-school suspensions shall be allowed to run for Executive Council positions if after review by the Judiciary Committee, the Student Government advisor, and the school principal, is deemed acceptable.  In addition, all other applicable qualifications must be met.
· Respectfully Submitted by: 
Cedric Jerome Ching
Senior Class Secretary

Amendment II: Elections for Executive Council Candidates
· In the event that two people who are rising seniors and who have both served as an officer do not run for Student Body President or Student Body Vice-President, a rising senior may run for that office if all other applicable qualifications are met.
· Respectfully Submitted by:
Executive Council of 2005-2006
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